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NEWS RELEASE 
INSPIRATIONAL SCRIPTURE- FIRST TUESDAY LECTURE AT UD 
TO EXPLORE THEOLOGY OF HANDEL'S MESSIAH 
DAYTON, Ohio- To fully appreciate Handel's Messiah, it helps to understand the 
composer's inspiration, says Thomas Dozeman, professor of the Old Testament at United 
Theological Seminary. 
Dozeman will explore the theological background that inspired the well-known 
composition in "Handel's Messiah: Over 258 Years," a First Tuesday discussion at the 
University of Dayton. The event is free and open to the public and will be at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 6, in UD's Sears Recital Hall in the Jesse Philips Humanities Center. 
As part of the University's First Tuesday discussion series to highlight local arts events, 
this session serves to illuminate the Dayton Bach Society's performance of the Messiah May 6 at 
the Kettering Seventh-Day Adventist Church. 
"Handel drew from biblical text to compose his Messiah," Dozeman said. "We'll explore 
how the use of those Old Testament Scriptures influenced his interpretation of the Passion of 
Jesus. 
"This is one of the more popular pieces of classical music. By stepping back into the 
biblical world that served as the backdrop to its creation, I believe we can enhance the listener's 
understanding and appreciation of the music," Dozeman said. 
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For media interviews, call Richard Benedum, coordinator of the First Tuesday series and 
director of the Dayton Bach Society, at (937) 229-3986 and Tom Dozeman at (937) 278-5817. 
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